Apprenticeships in England (Find an apprenticeship): application kit checklist
Edition 1.2, 2026-11-07. Luceria is independent of Apprenticeships in England (Find an apprenticeship). Official destinations were checked on the dates shown; a destination marked 'linked, not re-fetched' was not opened on that date. Nothing here is the employer's assessment.
What is different about this process
1. Official eligibility rules and each vacancy's entry requirements are separate checks. Confirm your circumstances and intended start date using the GOV.UK guidance and the training provider; this preparation guide does not decide eligibility. Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland have their own services.
1. Entry requirements are set per vacancy. The Department for Education's guidance says level 2 usually needs no specific qualifications and levels 3 and 4 usually ask for some GCSEs including English and maths; the vacancy is the record to follow.
1. Training is part of the paid job and normally takes place during working hours. For apprenticeships starting from 1 August 2025, the minimum off-the-job hours are published for each standard rather than calculated as 20% of the programme's duration; earlier starts follow the previous policy.
1. If you are not selected for an interview or for the apprenticeship, GOV.UK says you can ask for feedback, and you can complain if you were treated unfairly or discriminated against.
Official routes
Find an apprenticeship (official GOV.UK service): https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/ (checked 2026-11-05; verified). Search by job or company and by city or postcode; sign in or create an account from the same page to apply.
Apply for an apprenticeship (official, GOV.UK): https://www.gov.uk/become-apprentice/apply-for-an-apprenticeship (checked 2026-11-05; verified). The three steps, the National Careers Service for application and interview advice, and how to ask for feedback or complain.
Who can use Find an apprenticeship (official, GOV.UK): https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship (checked 2026-11-07; verified). Check the current age and education conditions for starting, plus links to the services for Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. A previous qualification such as a degree does not by itself stop you applying.
Understand what experience you need (official, Department for Education): https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices/understand-what-experience-you-need (checked 2026-11-07; verified). Typical entry requirements by level; the qualifications you need are the ones the vacancy lists.
Become an apprentice: what you'll get (official, GOV.UK): https://www.gov.uk/become-apprentice/pay-and-conditions (checked 2026-11-05; verified). Your contract confirms your pay rate and normal hours. Read the current apprentice rate and holiday terms on the page; they can change. See the current off-the-job training guidance for the standard's minimum hours.
Off-the-job training guidance (official, GOV.UK): https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/apprenticeships-off-the-job-training/apprenticeship-off-the-job-training-guidance--2 (checked 2026-11-06; verified). For starts from 1 August 2025, the minimum training hours are published per standard; earlier starts keep the previous percentage policy. Training normally happens in paid working hours.
Get help with Find an apprenticeship (official helpdesk): https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/Home/get-help (checked 2026-11-05; verified). For problems with the service: 08000 150 400, Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm. Luceria cannot see your account or applications.
Stages and preparation
Search
1. Official: Find an apprenticeship searches by job or company and by city or postcode; each vacancy lists the qualifications it needs.
1. Prepare (Luceria's note): Note each vacancy's level, listed qualifications and closing date before you start the form.
Sign in and apply
1. Official: GOV.UK's three steps: search for a vacancy, sign in or create an account, then complete and submit the application.
1. Prepare (Luceria's note): Draft your answers to the vacancy's requirements in your own words with the requirement-evidence tool, then complete the form in the service.
After you apply
1. Official: GOV.UK: you can ask for feedback if you are not selected for an interview or for the apprenticeship; the National Careers Service advises on interviews.
1. Prepare (Luceria's note): Record the application in your tracker; if you are invited to interview, prepare spoken examples with the STAR planner.
Starting
1. Official: GOV.UK: your contract confirms your pay and normal working hours. Current off-the-job training minimums are published per standard for starts from 1 August 2025.
1. Prepare (Luceria's note): Before you accept, check the contract states your pay rate and hours, and ask how the standard's training hours are arranged within paid working time.
Checklist
1. [ ] Before starting, check the current age, education and location rules on GOV.UK and confirm any uncertainty with the training provider. If you live in Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland, use that nation's service.
1. [ ] For each vacancy, note the level, the qualifications it lists and the closing date.
1. [ ] List the vacancy's requirements in the requirement-evidence tool and add one example of your own for each, from school, college, volunteering, hobbies or work.
1. [ ] Sign in or create an account on Find an apprenticeship, then complete and submit the application before the closing date.
1. [ ] Record the application in your tracker; if you are not selected, ask for feedback.
1. [ ] Before you accept an offer, check the contract gives your pay rate and normal working hours, then ask how the training plan meets the published minimum hours for that standard.
Private plan template
Use https://luceria.careers/tools/preparation-plan for a timed session; your notes stay in your browser. Record dates in your tracker; only the official site shows your application status.
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